FROM JANUARY 1927 TO THE FIRST FIVE-YEAR PLAN
Sunday Chronicle, April 22, 1928, stated: "Less often, it seemed
to me, in the streets of Moscow than in most cities is a woman
accosted by a man. The bedroom farce and the sex novel simply
do not exist in Russia."
Due to the improving and extending health services much had
been done to ameliorate the health of the entire country. Complete
statistics for this period are not available, but the fact that the
infantile death-rate in Moscow had been reduced from 27 per cent
^19131012 per cent by the end of 1928 is an earnest of the
progress which had been made.
Despite the well-known legislation of the Government of the
U.S.S.R-j visitors to that country still recorded with amazement
that the palaces of the late Tsar had actually been transformed into
sanatoria and rest and holiday homes for peasants and workers.
The Observer, September 16, 1928, published a cable from Yalta
(in the Crimea) headed: "Dockers in Place of Grand Dukes."
It read:
"The social upheaval in Russia finds abundant reflection in the
transformation of the spacious dwellings of the former wealthy classes
into workers' vacation homes. The most striking example of mis kind
is the Tsar's palace at Livadia, where three hundred peasants, drawn
from all parts of the Soviet Union, are now undergoing treatment for
tuberculosis and other diseases. Former grand-ducal mansions in Yalta
now serve as a vacation headquarters for those members of the Dockers'
and Printers' Unions who succeed in obtaining a 'komandirovka/ or
authorization to go there."
Holidays for toilers were practically unknown in Tsarist Russia,
but the Soviets were strenuously endeavouring to make up for
lost time. This cable also stated:
"Holiday-making in Russia is much more apt to be on an organized
group basis than is the case in other countries. Three-quarters of the
patients in the sanatoria and rest homes are sent by their trade unions
or by the State Department of social insurance, only one quarter coming
in the capacity of private individuals. Excursionists also come in large
bodies under the auspices of the Soviet Tourist Society, which is^able
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